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Message Text 

SECRET 

PAGE 01 SANTIA 01528 071503Z 
ACTION SS-25 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SSO-OO /026 W 

005234 071506Z/42 

O 071209Z MAR 78 

FM AMEMBASSY SANTIAGO 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 8361 

SECRET SANTIAGO 1528 

STADIS /////////////////////////// 

EXDIS 


FOR ARA, D AND L ONLY 

E. O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: OGEN, Cl 

SUBJECT: LETELIER/MOFFITT ASSASSINATION INVESTIGATION: NEED FOR 
LAWYER HERE 

REF: SANTIAGO 1523 

1 . AS REPORTED IN REFTEL THE GOC YESTERDAY PUBLICLY CALLED 

FOR THE APPOINTMENT OF A SPECIAL INVESTIGATING MAGISTRATE ("MINISTRO 
EN VISITA") IN CONNECTION WITH THE I .F, TRUER CASE. IT WAS NOT CLEAR 
WHETHER THIS REQUEST WAS FOR THE ENTIRE CASE OR FOR SIMPLY THAT 
ASPECT INVOLVING THE FOREIGN MINISTRY'S OFFICIAL REQUEST FOR 
OFFICIAL VISAS FOR TWO PERSONS NOW CLAIMED TO BE NONEXISTENT. 

2. THIS MORNING I LEARNED THAT THE REQUEST FOR A SPECIAL 
INVESTIGATING JUDGE WAS MADE WHEN TWO LAWYERS FROM THE FOREIGN 
MINISTRY CALLED ON SUPREME COURT PRESIDENT EYZAGUIRRE TO TABLE 
SUCH REQUEST. THIS APPEARS TO ME TO BE VERY CLOSE TO AN "EX PARTE” 
REPRESENTATION BY THE GOC. IN ALL FAIRNESS, I BELIEVE THAT A 
CHILEAN LAWYER (OR SOMEONE) REPRESENTING THE USG SHOULD HAVE 
BEEN PRESENT AT THE MEETING WITH EYZAGUIRRE. THEN, AT LEAST, 
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SECRET 

PAGE 02 SANTIA 01528 071503Z 

WE WOULD KNOW WHETHER THE REQUEST FOR A SPECIAL INVESTIGATING 
JUDGE WAS FOR THE ENTIRE CASE OR SIMPLY THE FOREIGN MINISTRY 
DIMENSION THEREOF. 

3. 1 DO NOT KNOW WHETHER THE APPOINTMENT OF A SPECIAL INVESTIGATING 
JUDGE IN THE LETELIER CASE WOULD BE IN THE INTERESTS OF THE U.S. 
ATTORNEY'S PROSECUTION OF THIS CASE OR NOT. SUCH AN ACTION WOULD 
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CERTAINLY FOCUS PUBLIC ATTENTION ON THE SITUATION, BUT ON THE 
OTHER HAND IT MIGHT DELAY MATTERS. IT WOULD BE USEFUL TO HAVE 
THE VIEWS OF A CHILEAN LAWYER IN THIS REGARD. FROM THIS POINT ON 
I THINK IT IS VERY LIKELY WE ARE GOING TO BE FACED WITH 
SITUATIONS REQUIRING THE ADVICE OF A CHILEAN LAWYER TO CLARIFY 
WHERE OUR BEST INTERESTS LIE. 

4. ACTION RECOMMENDED. I RECOMMEND THAT THE DEPARTMENT GET IN 
TOUCH WITH GENE PROPPER IMMEDIATELY BY PHONE, EXPLAIN TO HIM WHAT 
IS GOING ON AND URGE HIS SELECTION OF A CHILEAN LAWYER TO 
ADVISE HIM ON REPRESENTING U.S. INTERSTS IN THIS MATTER. IT WOULD 
BE UNFORTUNATE TO DROP BEHIND A POWER CURVE IN SANTIAGO 
BECAUSE OF THE LACK OF LEGAL REPRESENTATION TO DEAL WITH THE 
LETELIER CASE ON THIS END. 

BOYATT 
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